
$250 CT Lung Cancer Screening
Now Offered At Memorial

Is it right 
for you?
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Why are the survival rates for 
lung cancer lower than some 

other forms of cancer?

Research has shown that CT Lung Cancer Screenings 

may reduce death from lung cancer among those at 

high risk. 

For heavy smokers (past and present), a low-dose CT 

Lung Cancer Screening may very well be a lifesaver. 

CT Lung Cancer Screenings are highly sensitive 

and can help physicians find tumors and cancer-

related abnormalities at a very early stage — 

smaller than 1 cm in size. 

Early detection greatly improves treatability and 

survival rates.

With few early symptoms, lung cancer is rarely caught 

before reaching an advanced stage. 

There were no recommended advanced screening 

techniques for lung cancer. 

That may be changing. 
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The American Society of Clinical 

Oncology and the American College 

of Chest Physicians guidelines 

suggest CT Lung Cancer Screenings 

for high-risk patients defined as. 

• Age 55 to 74  and

• 30 pack-year smoking history 

and

• Smoking cessation less than 15 

years or current smoker

Heavy smoking means a smoking history of 30 “pack 

years” or more. A “pack year” is smoking an average of 

1 pack of cigarettes per day for 1 year. For example, a 

person could have a 30 pack-year history by smoking 

1 pack a day for 30 years or 2 packs a day for 15 years, 

even if that person has quit. Individuals who fall into 

this risk category should consider an annual screening.

Other factors that exacerbate the effects of smoking, 

such as a family history of cancer or significant exposure 

to airborne carcinogens, should also be considered 

when determining if and at what age you should be 

screened. It’s important to discuss all factors with your 

primary care physician. 

Is it right 
for you? Memorial follows a nationally standardized screening 

protocol and maintains our equipment to ensure a 

low-dose (of radiation) CT examination while still 

delivering the necessary diagnostic image quality. Our 

radiologists are trained in the image acquisition and 

interpretation specific for this type of screening.

CT Lung Cancer Screening is simple. Patients simply lie 

still on the CT bed for a few seconds and the scanning 

is complete. Radiologists review the scans and consult 

with the patient’s physician on our findings.

It’s important to note that false positives do occur and 

may lead to further testing and biopsy. We work closely 

with your physician to minimize that risk and follow a 

conservative path in line with your medical history and 

health.

What are the next steps?

If you believe you may be a candidate for CT Lung 

Cancer Screening, we encourage you to take the 

following steps:

• Quit smoking. It is the surest way to prevent lung 

cancer and a whole range of life-threatening 

diseases

• Talk with your primary care physician about CT 

Lung Cancer Screening to be sure it’s right for you 

and that you meet the criteria for referral

• If you are referred by your physician, depending 

on the outcome, regular screenings as part of your 

wellness program may be recommended

• For a primary care physician referral, call 1-800-

494-5264 (LCMH)

NOTE:  Patients must have a physician referral 
to receive a CT Lung Cancer Screening from the 

Memorial Radiology Department.

www.lcmh.com/cancer

What’s the process?

Currently, CT Lung Cancer Screenings are 
NOT covered by most insurance companies, 
Medicare or Medicaid. Therefore, your out-
of-pocket cost will be $250. Please check with 
your insurance company.
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